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Iraq Today
Population = 31.1 million (Nov 2013)

Ethnicities Religions

* Arab = 80%  Muslim = 97%

o Kurdish = 15% —Shiite = 65%

e Other = 5% —Sunni = 35%
e Other = 3%

CIA Factbook



Sunnis and Shiites

sSunnis

Believe the first four
caliphs--Mohammed's
successors--rightfully
took his place as the
leaders of Muslims. They
recognize the heirs of the
four caliphs as legitimate
religious leaders.

Shiites

« Believe only the heirs of the
fourth caliph, Ali, are the
legitimate successors of
Mohammed. In 931 the
Twelfth Imam disappeared.

« The ascendancy of
Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini in 1978 in Iran
brought them under the
authority of a legitimate
religious figure.
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Motivated Baathists
Civil War
Insurgents
Foreign Jihadists
Weapons Access
Lack of US Troops
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f2/Abu-ghraib-leash.jpg
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PROCESS IN IRAQ...
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